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You become a member of the System on your 
date of hire if you are a permanent employee of a 
participating unit and your duties require that you 
work at least 1,000 hours a year.

A participating unit is any county, city, town 
or other local government which has agreed to 
participate in the System.

However, if you are an Agricultural Extension 
Service employee and a member of the Federal 
Employees’ Retirement System, you may not join 
this System. You can get more details from your 
employer.

Shortly after your employer enrolls you in the 
System, the Retirement System will send you 
a Form  2C, “Designating Beneficiary(ies) for 
Retirement System Contributions and the Death 
Benefit,” to complete. On the Form 2C, you will 
be asked to name your beneficiary(ies) to receive a 
refund of your contributions and a death benefit, 
if applicable, if you die before retirement. You 
can change your beneficiary(ies) at any time 
by completing another 
Form 2C, available from 
your employer or the 
Retirement System.

n	� Automatic membership for eligible employees. 
See below.

n	� You and your employer pay the cost of retire-
ment benefits. See page 3.

n	� Monthly payments at retirement based on your 
salary, age, and years of credit. See page 4.

n	� Unreduced retirement benefit at age 65 with 
five years of credit, or at age 60 with 25 years 
of credit, or at any age with 30 years of credit; 
reduced benefit after age 50 and 20 years of 
credit, or at age 60 with five years of credit. See 
page 4.

n	� A right to a reduced benefit at age 60 after five 
years of credit, regardless of whether you are 
working. See page 4.

n	� Disability benefits available after five years of 
credit. See page 5.

n	� Survivor monthly income if you die in active 
service with 20 years of credit regardless of age; 
or after age 60 with five years of credit. See 
page 6.

n	� Several payment options available to continue 
income to your beneficiary following your death 
after retirement. See pages 10 through 12.

n	� Death benefit paid to your beneficiary if you 
die in active service after one year of credit, and 
if your employer has chosen to give you this benefit. 
See page 6.

This section just highlights the System. The  
following pages describe it in detail.
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